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Facing heat 
on Russia. 
Trump hits 
at Clinton 


Administration bracing 
for possible charges 
in Mueller inquiry 


BY JENNA JOHNSON 


Tensions between Republicans 
and Democrats over the investiga- 
tion of Russian involvement in the 
2016 presidential election intensi- 
fied Sunday, with President 
Trump demanding to know why 
his campaign is under federal 
scrutiny while his former oppo- 
nent Hillary Clinton is not. 

The president’s latest outburst 
over the inquiry led by special coun- 
sel Robert S. Mueller II surfaced on 
Twitter as his administration 
braced for the possibility that the 
first batch of charges in the case 
could be publicly announced as 
soon as Monday. CNN reported that 
a federal grand jury had approved 
an indictment, although details of 
the possible charges and the name 
of a defendant remained unclear. 

Trump issued four tweets over 
24 minutes, attacking the Mueller 
probe as unfair and citing various 
Clinton controversies that he said 
warranted investigation. 

“Instead they look at phony 
Trump/Russia, ‘collusion; which 
doesn’t exist,” the president said. 
“The Dems are using this terrible 
(and bad for our country) Witch 
Hunt for evil politics, but the R’s 
are now fighting back like never 
before. There is so much GUILT by 
Democrats/Clinton, and now the 
facts are pouring out. DO SOME- 
THING!” 

Later in the morning, Trump 
added: “All of this ‘Russia’ talk 
right when the Republicans are 
making their big push for historic 
Tax Cuts & Reform. Is this coinci- 
dental? NOT!” 

On Sunday talk shows, Republi- 
cans rallied around Trump and 
questioned how CNN could have 

MUELLER CONTINUED ON A5 


Drenched and defeated 


TONI L. SANDYS/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Dallas fan Ciara Yuill, left, of Woodbridge taunts friend Adam Lipscomb of Fredericksburg after the Cowboys 


Pelosi stakes hopeful place at center of 2018 fight 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 


LAS VEGAS — Nancy Pelosi 
wanted everyone to know that 
she had been here before and 
knew what to do. 

“Let me just give you some 
hope,” the House minority lead- 
er told campaign donors on 
Oct. 17 at a private gathering on 
the patio of the Las Vegas Four 
Seasons Hotel. “Any time a pres- 


ident in office is below 50 per- 
cent [approval] in recent his- 
tory, his party has lost the 
Congress in the next election.” 

Her sample size was a bit small 
for comfort — in the past half a 
century, only the three most recent 
presidents have given up the 
House. But this was a pep talk, not 
an academic symposium. 

Pelosi, a San Francisco Demo- 
crat who has raised more than 


$633 million for her party over 
the past 15 years, was on a seven- 
city, eight-day tour to show that 
the 2018 midterm campaign was 
in full swing. The Democratic 
effort to retake the House and 
return from the wilderness would 
probably rise or fall on the per- 
formance of one of the most 
polarizing figures in modern 
American politics. 

“We have a plan and a vision 


to unify,” she told the donors, 
according to attendees. 

After three decades in Con- 
gress, Pelosi, 77, makes an unlike- 
ly general to lead the troops into 
another change election. Her par- 
ty, deemed elite and out of touch 
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They marched. Now what? 
Thousands rallied in Detroit at the 
Women’s Convention. A3 


Setback 
clouds 
tax bill's 
release 


TRUMP, RYAN, GOP 
DESPERATE FOR WIN 


Powerful home builders 
group opposes provision 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


The Republican effort to over- 
haul the tax code suffered a 
bruising setback over the week- 
end when a powerful corporate 
interest group came out against 
the proposal just days ahead of 
when House leaders plan to re- 
lease it to the public. 

The National Association of 
Home Builders, after learning 
that a “homeownership” tax 
credit it had wanted will not be 
in an initial version of the bill, is 
preparing a nationwide cam- 
paign against it. The develop- 
ment underscored just how diffi- 
cult the prospect of a successful 
tax overhaul will be, given the 
complex and competing interests 
President Trump and GOP law- 
makers are trying to serve. 

“We will do everything we can 
to defeat this thing,” said Jerry 
Howard, chief executive of the 
National Association of Home 
Builders. 

Trump and Republicans have 
cast the measure as a once-in-a- 
generation rewrite of the federal 
tax code, one they say will stimu- 
late the economy, create millions 
of jobs and give voters a reason to 
stick with their party in next 
year’s midterm elections. Rep. 
Kevin Brady (R-Tex.), the chair- 
man of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, is scheduled 
to reveal the bill Wednesday. 

For the president and House 
Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), 
TAX REFORM CONTINUED ON A15 


Regulators were not informed of details in case of a patient left on floor as he cried for help 


Nursing home death prompts new questions for UMC 


BY PETER JAMISON 


The cries began shortly before 
5 a.m., echoing down the almost 
empty corridors of United Medi- 
cal Center’s nursing home. From 
his bed in Room 704, Warren 
Webb’s moans cohered into 
words: “Help! I can’t breathe!” 

A registered nurse appeared 
and adjusted the height of his 
bed. But the nurse quickly began 
arguing with Webb’s wheelchair- 
bound roommate, who was 
pleading for her to do more to 
help. Webb rolled out of bed and 
landed on the floor, his diaper 
coming loose. 

Webb, a 47-year-old AIDS pa- 
tient, would lie on the floor in his 
own waste for approximately 20 
minutes while his nurse quar- 
reled with his roommate and 


F 
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Tujuana Bigelow said she visited her 47-year-old son, Warren 
Webb, almost every day at United Medical Center. He died at 
UMC’s nursing home on Aug. 25, and there are questions 
about the events that preceded his death. 


then conversed with a security 
guard. When he was finally lifted 
back into bed, his caregivers 
could not find a pulse. Just after 
6 a.m., he was pronounced dead. 

Webb’s death on Aug. 25, re- 
constructed through a time- 
stamped audio recording of the 
incident obtained by The Wash- 
ington Post and interviews with 
three eyewitnesses, is the latest 
in a string of troubling incidents 
at the District’s only public hos- 
pital. 

UMC staff members do not 
appear to have followed what 
medical experts described as ba- 
sic and potentially lifesaving pro- 
tocols in their treatment of Webb 
immediately before his death. 

In the aftermath, hospital offi- 
cials fired one of the nurses in- 
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Puerto Rico canceling 
controversial contract 


Small Montana firm 
had $300 million deal 
to repair electricity grid 


BY STEVEN MUFSON, 
ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ 
AND AARON C. DAVIS 


Puerto Rico’s electric company 
moved Sunday to cancel a 
$300 million contract with asmall 
Montana firm for repairs to the 
territory’s hurricane-ravaged elec- 
trical grid, saying controversy sur- 
rounding the agreement was dis- 
tracting from the effort to restore 
power. 

The contract with Whitefish 


Energy — a firm that had just two 
employees the day the storm hit — 
had drawn blistering criticism 
from members of Congress for 
days. And on Friday the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
which has alarge role in determin- 
ing government reimbursements, 
said it had “significant concerns” 
about how the contract was se- 
cured. 

Thirty-nine days after Hurri- 
cane Maria hit the territory, Gov. 
Ricardo Rosselló said that he is 
requesting assistance from Flori- 
da and New York under “mutual 
aid” arrangements that utilities 
traditionally activate during 
emergencies. The territory had 
not previously done so and had 
not responded to offers of assis- 
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IN THE NEWS 


Secession protests Thousands of Spaniards THE NATION 


showed they were against an independent 


An apparent security 


they have enough evi- 
dence to bring charges 


Catalonia and for the central government’s 
takeover of the breakaway republic. A7 


Spellbound The British Library is exploring 
all things wizarding as it celebrates the 20th 
anniversary of the first Harry Potter book. A6 


lapse enabled a convict- 
ed murderer to access 
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl’s 
sentencing hearing, 
where the man made 
threatening remarks. A3 
Justice Department 
officials don’t believe 


against a U.S. citizen 
and suspected member 
of ISIS captured in Syria 
last month. A4 


THE REGION 


A new budget for Met- 
ro proposes no fare in- 


creases or service cuts grow 0.4 percent. SPORTS 

for the next 20 months, Cubs ex-coach to 

but jurisdictions that WEDNESDAY lead the Nationals 

fund the transit agency The Federal Reserve is- Washington is finalizing a 

would pay more to sub- | sues its monetary policy three-year contract with 

sidize its costs. B1 statement. Dave Martinez, a former 
Russian President bench coach in Chicago, 


THE WEEK AHEAD 


MONDAY 


Personal income for 
September is expected to 


Vladimir Putin visits Iran. 


FRIDAY 


October’s jobless rate is 
seen rising to 4.3 percent. 


to become the team’s 
next manager. D1 
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